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SUB J : VENEZUELAN FOREIGN MINISTER VISITS SENEGAL 

REF: CARACAS 14388 

1 . VENEZUELAN FOREIGN MINISTER RAMON ESCOVAR SALOM PAID 
DECEMBER 16-17 VISIT TO SENEGAL DURING WHICH HE MET WITH 
PRESIDENT SENGHOR AND PRIME MINISTER DIOUF AS WELL AS 
FOREIGN MINISTER SECK. DURING DINNER OFFERED FOR HIS 
VENEZUELAN COUNTERPART, SECK REPORTEDLY REMARKED THAT IT 
WAS HIGH TIME 

TO DEVELOP BILATERAL COOPERATION SINCE "NO 
CONCRETE ACTION" HAD TAKEN PLACE SINCE RELATIONS WERE 
ESTABLISHED IN 1970. 

2. VISIT REPORTEDLY PRODUCED "BORAD CONVERGENCE OF 
VIEWS.” OFFICIAL PRESS INDICATES NO ACCORD WAS SIGNED BUT 
JOINT COMMUNQUE RECOGNIZED NECESSITY OF UNDERTAKING 
NEGOTIATIONS TOWARDS ACCORDS IN FIELDS OF CULTURE. COMMERCE, 
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AND ECONOMIC AND TECHNICAL COOPERATION. PRESIDENT SENGHOR 
WILL REPORTEDLY VISIT VENEZUELA DURING 1977, 

PROBABLY PRECEDED BY PREPARATORY VISIT BY SECK. SENEGAL 
MAY BE RESPONSIVE TO OVERTURES FROM THE VENEZUELA AS 
SPIN-OFF OF SENGHOR'S EFFORT S TO STRENGHTHEN LINKS BETWEEN 
AFRICA AND ANTILLES. 
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3. IN AIRPORT ARRIVAL PRESS CONFERENCE DELEIVED IN 
ESCOVAR SALOM'S UNIQUELY ACCENTED FRENCH, JOURNALISTS 
PRESSED HIM ON POSITION HIS COUNTRY WOULD TAKE IN QATAR 
OPEC MEETING, ASKING IF VENEZUELA WAS PREPARED TO SUPPORT 
INTERESTS OF THIRD WORLD; FOREIGN MINISTER OFFERED DEFT 
RIPOSTE THAT VENEZUELA WAS ITSELF THIRD WORLD MEMBER AND 
THUS BY DEFINITION ITS POSITION WOULD BENEFIT THIRD WORLD. 
AGGREY 
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